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“When I see the love the nurses have for Jojo, I feel blessed”



Providing Peace

Family means everything to Sheila. 

It’s the reason she agreed to care for her sister’s 
son after she passed, and why she works 
tirelessly to manage his special medical needs. 
But that doesn’t mean it’s easy.

“I was doing everything by myself, especially at night.
 I lost a lot of weight; I was exhausted,”  Sheila said, 
looking back on life before Amerivita arrived to help.  

Sheila’s journey to adoptive mother starts in her native 
Haiti. When an earthquake devastated the country in 
2010, she flew to New Jersey to live with her older siste, 
Joanne, and her boy, Jojo. Jojo was born with 
Down Syndrome, and also lives with autism, diabetes, 
asthma and high blood pressure.

Sheila was happy to help out, but the demands grew 
higher when her sister Joanne, was diagnosed with 
leukemia. Joanne asked multiple times if her sister would 
be willing to care for Jojo after she passed and Sheila 
agreed.
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“I immediately accepted when my sister Joanne asked me 
to care for Jojo. I didn’t think twice because I love my 
sister, and she loved me,” Sheila said. 

That tragic day eventually arrived, and Sheila was left 
with her grief and a young man who needed constant 
attention. His father helped for the first week, but then it 
was up to Sheila to figure out the complicated machines 
and routines. 

“First of all I didn’t know how to do anything for Jojo.
 At the beginning I couldn’t because I was so scared,” 
Sheila said. 

Page // 02



Having the extra help has freed up 
Sheila’s schedule, allowing her to 
work a part-time job and bring in a 
little extra income for her family. 

She can also focus less on managing 
all the myriad details involved in his 
care, and see him more as a nephew 
and a son. 

Sheila’s relationship with Francis  
and, by extension, Jojo’s, goes much 
deeper than nurse and caregiver. 

“In a lot of ways she’s like a mother 
to Jojo, which makes it feel like I have 
my sister back. That’s a huge 
comfort, it really is,” Sheila said. 

A little over a month into her 
experience caring for Jojo, he 
needed an emergency hospital visit. 

That visit sparked a connection with 
Amerivita, which is now providing 
full-time care for Jojo. 

One nurse, Francis, plays music for 
Jojo and dances with him just like his 
mother did. She takes him for walks, 
and tends to small details like 
cutting his nails.
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Jojo lost his mother, but God sent him another in his 
nurse Francis. She takes such good care of him. ‘‘ ‘‘



 

Jojo knows to expect a kiss when 
she sees him, and that puts a 
smile on both their faces.

“I have time for him, to give him 
more love than previously 
before,” Sheila said. 

In a lot of ways our nurse Francis is like a mother to 
Jojo.  It feels like I have my sister back. 
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